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The number of people directly affected by the conflictin Manipur has risen since July 2023. Early
in September 2023, a group of 19 UN Special Procedures mandate holders
had expressed concern over the grave humanitarian situation in Manipur, and the steadily
deteriorating condition of religious and ethnic minorities elsewhere in the country.” Reports from
January 2024 indicated that over 200 people had died and 70,000 been displaced since 3 May
2023 due to the conflict in Manipur.2 Conditions in relief camps are dire, with lack of access to
food, water and healthcare reported.® It is also relevant to note that the 2024 elections are
scheduled to be conducted in Manipur on 19 and 26 April 2024.% While the election commission
has indicated that arrangements will be made for voters located in relief camps within Manipur,
no arrangements have been made yet to enable those displaced outside Manipur to vote in the
2024 elections.®

Investigations and accountability:

In August 2023, India’s Supreme Court had formed a committee to investigate survivor relief and
accountability for violations,® and also mandated the issuance of essential documentation for
those displaced’, but the Supreme Court and the central government are yet to condemn or
address the role of state and state-backed actors in the violence. More recently in March 2024,
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the court-appointed committee raised concerns regarding recent spurts of violence in Manipur
and the court directed the state of Manipur and other investigating agencies to outline the
progress of investigations and file a status report indicating chargesheets filed.?

Regarding cases of sexual violence, the Manipur State Commission for Women had registered 59
cases of sexual crimes against women, of which five cases were handed over to the Central
Bureau for Investigation (CBI).° The CBI was reported to have filed a chargesheet on 16 October
2023 in connection with the incident in May 2023 in which women were gang-raped, stripped and
paraded by a violent mob.'® Updates on other cases have not been reported.

On 20 November 2023, the Manipur government informed the Supreme Court that INR
50,000,000 had been credited to a bank account to dedicated to paying compensation to
survivors of sexual assault.”” However, no information was provided on the number of women
who have been or will be compensated using these funds.

Other developments:

On 21 February 2024, the Manipur High Court modified its order dated 27 March 2023 to delete
the paragraph recommending the inclusion of the Meitei community as a ‘Scheduled Tribe’ in the
state, which had been instrumental in instigating the massive violence in Manipur.'? In 2023, the
Supreme Court had pointed out that this order was beyond the scope of the High Court’s
jurisdiction.™
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